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A roundup of voting news from the Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) For voters, potential voters and those who assist voters.
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Celebrate on June 25 to July 1, 2000

OVERSEAS CITIZENS VOTERS WEEK
 On November 7, 2000, we will be
electing a new President and Vice
President, 33 U.S. Senators, the entire
House of Representatives and thirteen
state Governors. There will also be
thousands of other state and local office
elections. Election laws differ from state to
state, but most state election laws require
the absentee ballot requests to be received
at least 30 days before the general election.
With Election Day so close there is
not much time left. 

 A Perfect Time... 
Overseas Citizens Voters Week

In November of 1999, the Secretary of
Defense, Mr. William Cohen signed and
distributed the 2000-01 Voting Action Plan
to all DoD Components and other
Executive Branch Agencies with
employees or family members covered by
the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA). The plan
was divided into four phases with the
overall objective of the plan being to
ensure that all citizens covered under
UOCAVA are provided the necessary
support to participate in the Democratic
process. 

We are now in Phase II of this plan;
one of the most critical times for voting
assistance officers and voters. Included in
Phase II is the designation and celebration
of two voter outreach campaigns
sponsored by the Federal Voting
Assistance Program. The first,
“Overseas Citizens Voters Week” will
be held from June 25 to July 1, 2000. Th
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econd s Forces Voters Week" will be hel
e week of September 3-9, 2000 (“Arme
orces Voters Week” will be featured in the
ugust edition of the newsletter). 

The objective of Overseas Citizen
oters Week (OCVW) is to promote vote
utreach efforts worldwide to help ensur
at all citizens have been given a fair chan
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Special Note: OFP
The May 2000 issue of the Votin

newsletter featured an article about t
an on-line version of the Federal Post 
(OFPCA). We are excited to announc
May 24, 2000 forty states have anno
they will accept the OFPCA. 

Be sure to check the FVAP W
www.fvap.ncr.gov often for additions to
d
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t receiving information on how to obtain
n absentee ballot. 

Events held this week should creat
xcitement about voting. Examples o
utreach efforts include disseminatin
oter information and registration forms
onducting voter registration drives an
orkshops and providing genera
ssistance to citizens. Local publicity

campaigns, ranging from
newspaper articles and posters t
television and radio coverage, ca

inform voters when and where
these events occur. Events shou

emphasize the necessity of requestin
registration and a ballot in sufficient time
to allow citizens to receive, vote and
return the ballot in time to meet all stat
election deadlines. 

VAOs should note that they canno
advise voters on specific candidates o
issues and that all activities should b
conducted on a nonpartisan basi
However, they may refer these citizen

to other information sources such a
local, regional and national newspaper
information pamphlets, the DoD Voting

Information Center, the FVAP website
www.fvap.ncr.gov as well as the new
Y2Vote website. This website,
www.Y2Vote.org hosted by the National
Association of Secretaries of State

supports the 2000 Get Out the Vot
Campaign. The website is designe
to help educate U.S. citizens in th
democratic process. It features link

to state election sites as well as oth
lection-related links (See OCVW, page 3)
CA
g Information News
he acceptance of
Card Application
e that as of
unced that

ebsite at
 this list. ]
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Write To: Federal Voting Assistance Program
Department of Defense
Washington Headquarters Services
1155 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1155

Phone: Voting Information Center:
(703) 588-1584 (703) 588-1343
DSN 425-1584 DSN 425-1343
**TOLL FREE 1-800-438-VOTE (8683)**

Fax:
(703) 588-0108
DSN 425-0108

Internet Access:
E-mail: vote@fvap.ncr.gov

http://www.fvap.ncr.gov

Federal Voting Assistance Program

Legislative Update - The Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP)
works on a regular basis with the legislatures of the states and territories to
further facilitate the electoral process for citizens covered by the Uniformed
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA). Every year suggested
legislative initiatives are formally submitted to the states and territories that
would change or enhance current election laws. These suggestions, if adopted,
would further simplify the absentee voting process and make it easier for
UOCAVA citizens to exercise their right to vote. 

Currently some states and territories have elections laws requiring voting
materials to be sworn to before a commissioned officer or other person
authorized to administer oaths. This notary requirement may create problems
for individuals living overseas where such services are difficult and expensive,
if not impossible, to obtain. In some instances, voters have paid $90 to obtain
notarial services for election materials. Many countries do not have notaries in
their system of jurisprudence. While commissioned officers at military
installations may serve as notaries for military members and their family
members, some small military installations may have no commissioned officer
assigned. The FVAP recommends the removal of the notary requirement for
all absentee balloting materials. 

Important News: Most recently Delaware joined forty-seven other states and
territories in passing legislation to eliminate the witnessing and/or notary
requirements on all Federal Post Card Applications (FPCA) and ballot return
envelopes. The on-line 2000-01 Voting Assistance Guide at the FVAP Website
www.fvap.ncr.gov has been updated to reflect this change.

The FVAP sees this as a leap forward for all Delaware residents participating
in the voting process under the UOCAVA. 

We congratulate Delaware for the great strides they have taken to further
enable their UOCAVA citizens to vote, and we look forward to other states
following their lead.

)RU� DGGLWLRQDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ� UHJDUGLQJ� WLPHO\� OHJLVODWLYH
QHZV� ZKLFK� PD\� DIIHFW� \RXU� DEVHQWHH� YRWLQJ� SURFHVV
IROORZ�WKH� OLQNV�WR�\RXU�VWDWH� IURP�WKH�)9$3�:HEVLWH�DW
ZZZ�IYDS�QFU�JRY��]

Voting Assistance Officers

“To Do” This Month
[ ] Printing Errors Found... Be sure to check your
copy of the 2000-01 Voting Assistance Guide to ensure
that your copy is complete, accurate and of high quality
(for full story see the May issue of the Voting
Information News). If you find a Guide that contains an
error(s), please notify the FVAP by e-mail at
vote@fvap.ncr.gov explaining the nature of the
error(s) found. We will provide you with a new copy of
the Guide and a return mailer for you to send us the
Guide with errors (Please include an address and
commercial telephone number to ensure that we can
send a new Guide to you immediately). In the
meantime, please download the proper section from the
on-line version of the Guide at the FVAP Website
(www.fvap.ncr.gov) and substitute it in your hardcopy. 
[ ] Celebrate Overseas Citizens Voters Week June
25 to July 1, 2000 (see page 1). Post notices on
bulletin boards and in high-traffic areas motivating
people to register and vote. Include a point of contact
name and telephone number on the notice, so
interested citizens will know how to obtain additional
information or materials. You should also try to make
in-hand delivery of the Federal Post Card Application
(FPCA) to as many people as possible during this
week.
[ ] Please let us know if you change your e-mail
address and/or mailing address to ensure your continued
receipt of the Voting Information News newsletter and
the Voting News Releases. Remember, News releases
are very important as they relay information on special
and run-off elections held, as well as primary election
date changes in the states and should be disseminated
immediately. These publication are also available on-
line at the FVAP Website www.fvap.ncr.gov in the
“Publications” section. ]



Please share this copy of VIN with others.
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Voting Action Officers
Department of State: Office of American Citizens Services
Voting Action Officer: Mr. Ron Hawkins tel: (202) 647-9100 tel FTS: 8-647-6060, fax: (202) 647-6201 

E-mail: HAWKINSRE@state.gov
Service Voting Action Officers
Dept. of the Army: Mr. Tom Feazell tel: (703) 325-4530 tel DSN: 221-4530, fax: (703) 325-4532, fax DSN: 221-4532

E-mail: feazellt@hoffman.army.mil

Dept. of the Navy: Mr. John Hillis tel: (901) 874-4369, tel DSN: 882-4369,
fax: (901) 874-2689, fax DSN: 882-2689 E-mail: p662b@persnet.navy.mil
World Wide Web: http://www.persnet.navy.mil/pers66/nvap

Dept. of the Air Force: TSgt Sophia Barnard tel: (210) 565-2563, toll-free: (800) 558-1404 tel DSN: 665-2563, 
 DSN fax 665-2543, Commercial fax (210) 565-2543 E-mail: Sophia.Barnard@afpc.randolph.af.mil 
World Wide Web: http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/ccprog/VOTING/VOTING.htm 

Marine Corps: Gunnery Sergeant Dennis Hellberg tel: (703) 784-9511 tel DSN: 278-9511, fax: (703) 784-9827,
fax DSN: 278-9827 E-mail: Dennis_J_Hellberg/MR/MANPOWER@manpower.usmc.mil

U.S. Coast Guard: MCPO Jeff Creighton tel: (202) 267-1636, fax: (202) 267-4823
E-mail: jcreighton@comdt.uscg.mil

All of the above can also be reached through the DoD Voting Information Center and the FVAP Website at www.fvap.ncr.gov

(OCVW, from page 1) for non-
partisan information on candidates
and issues. These information outlets
can also be an excellent resource
when planning voter registration
drives and other voter outreach efforts
to help encourage participation. 

 Independence Day celebrations
at Embassies and Consulates are also
an excellent opportunity to motivate
U.S. citizens worldwide to register
and vote. If possible, Voting Officers
at Embassies and Consulates should
try to tie July 4th celebrations to
voting events. 

Get started on you OCVW events
now. Don’t forget to remind citizens
to return their voted ballots as soon as
they are received to allow sufficient
transit time to their home state. Please
contact the FVAP if you have
additional questions, or need help
obtaining materials or coordinating an
event (contact information on page 2). 

Please Note: Time
is flying by. It is

critical
that those

who are
unregistered and reside

overseas submit the
FPCA as soon as possible.
On July the 4th there will

only be 125 days left until the
General Election on November 7th. ]

Since January 5, 2000 the Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP) has been conducting
workshops for military and civilian Voting Assistance Officers. These training workshops
answer absentee voting questions and explain the proper absentee ballot procedures for both
Uniformed Service members and U.S. citizens residing overseas. They also teach these citizens
about the resources available to them for absentee voting. 

Voting assistance training is critical to developing successful voting programs because
Voting Assistance Offices in military or civilian arenas, are responsible for providing accurate,
non-partisan voting information and assistance to those citizens who want to exercise their
right to vote. Voting Assistance Officers play a critical role in helping citizens understand how
and when to participate in the election process.

If you would like more information about attending a workshop near you or if you would
be interested in helping coordinate a workshop or registration drive for your command,
organization or corporation, please contact the FVAP (contact information on page 2) or your
Service Voting Action Officer (contact information below). Featured below are the voting
workshops being scheduled for this month. A tentative schedule of voting workshops is posted
at the FVAP Website www.fvap.ncr.gov. Space is limited, so sign up today! ]

Voting Assistance Training...

See June Schedule Below

12 13 14 15 16 17
Newport NB Brunswick NAS
Rhode Island Maine 18

(May 30) June 1 2 3
Aviano Air Force Naples NSA Sigonella NAS
Base, Italy Italy Sicily, Italy 4

19 20 21 22 23 24

25

5 6 7 8 9 10
U.S. Embassy U.S. Consulate
Rome Italy Milan, Italy Elmendorf AFB Ft. Wainwright 11

26 27 28 29 30
U.S. Embassy U.S. Naval Station
Madrid, Spain Rota, Spain

June 2000

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat/Sun
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When local assistance is unavailable, please call the
Federal Voting Assistance Program. During non-
business hours, citizens may leave a message. When doing
so, please leave sufficient information to allow us to get
back in touch with you in a timely manner (please include
what country you are calling from if not in the
US, a complete telephone number
including any international
prefixes required, and if available
your e-mail address). R

CALL THE FVAP TOLL-FREE 
FROM OVERSEAS

emember: The United States
including it’s territories) and
anada share one Toll-Free
umber: 1-800-438-8683.

Vote! Vote! Vote! Vote! Vote!
ANTIGUA 1-877-8333886
AUSTRALIA 1-800-1-27668
BAHAMAS 1-8778333886
BAHRAIN 800-687
BARBADOS 1-800-534-2104
BELGIUM 0800-76834
BERMUDA 1-8778333886
BRAZIL 000-814-550-3742
CAYMAN ISLANDS

1-877-833-3886
CHILE 800-201844
CHINA 10-800-120-0241
COLUMBIA 980-915-4710
COSTA RICA 0800-0120204
DENMARK 80-882544
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

1-8001561554
FINLAND 0-800-1-19515
FRANCE 0800-914727
GERMANY 0800-1007428
GREECE 00800-12-5268
GUYANA

1-800-877-8333886
HONG KONG 800-908809
HUNGARY 06-800-13824
INDONESIA 001-803-011-2583
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Federal Voting Assistance Program
Department of Defense
1155 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1155

OFFICIAL VOTIN

NO POST
ELAND 1-800-55-5189
RAEL 1-800-9203230
ALY 800-874729

AMAICA 1-800-666-3819
APAN 00531-120076
OREA 00798-14-800-4399
UXEMBOURG 0800-9087
ALAYSIA 1-800-80-3709
ARSHALL ISLANDS

1-877833-3886
EXICO 001-8778333886
ETH ANTILLES 001-8778333886
ETHERLANDS 0800-0249769
EW ZEALAND 0800-441388
ICARAGUA 001-800-2201349
ORWAY 800-15501
ANAMA 001-800-5071351
HILIPPINES 1-800-1-114-0831
OLAND 0-0-800-1112-561
ORTUGAL 08008-12816
USSIA 8-10-8002-0283011
INGAPORE 800-1203425
OUTH AFRICA 080-09-97300
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AGE NECESSARY IN THE U.S. MAILS
PAIN 900-931912
T VINCENT 1-877-8333886
T. KITTS/NEVIS 1-877833-3886
WEDEN 020-79-6876
WITZERLAND 0800-895623
AIWAN 0080-13-9817
HAILAND

001-800-12-066-3305
RINIDAD & TOBAGO

1-800-934-7340
URKEY 00800-151-0733
NITED KINGDOM

08-001-698035
RUGUAY 000-413-598-2492
ENEZUELA 8001-2913
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